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"The deadliest curse that could be pronounced on a
man was, as is evidenced by the inscriptions, that his
punishment hereafter should be like that awarded by the
high gods to a man who had killed a Brahman. And yet
now there came down on the Hindus those masses of
marauding foreigners, sacking the cities, slaugtering the
people, destroying the ancient fanes and killing even the
sacred Brahmans, in the name and for the glory of God.
The thing was monstrous - unheard of. The result was that
the whole of Southern India was convulsed by this
catastrophe; the one hope in men's minds was that some
Hindu power would arise to defend the country from any
such disaster in future; and when, a few years later, certain
princes took the lead, they were enthusiastically supported
by almost all parties. This paved the way for the
establishment on solid ground of the empire of Vijayanagar".’
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"The Dionysiac ritual, like many others, included singing
and dancing choruses as well as processions. The
choruses in honour of the god sang a special kind of
hymn, known as the dithyramb"**
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